THE KING IS
COMING
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“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in
triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king
is coming to you; He is just and endowed with
salvation, humble, and mounted on a donkey, even
on a colt, the foal of a donkey. I will cut off the
chariot from Ephraim and the horse from Jerusalem;
and the bow of war will be cut off. And He will speak
peace to the nations; and His dominion will be from
sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the
earth. As for you also, because of the blood of My
covenant with you, I have set your prisoners free
from the waterless pit. Return to the stronghold, O
prisoners who have the hope; this very day I am
declaring that I will restore double to you.”
(Zechariah 9:9-12 NASB)
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REJOICE GREATLY AND SHOUT IN TRIUMPH!
They were told to rejoice greatly and shout in triumph over
500 years before the victory was realized. Over 500 years
before King Jesus comes into the city; 500 years before He
came endowed with salvation; 500 years before He would
speak peace to the nations.

We live nearly 2000 years after Christ defeated death and
lead captivity captive. We are now citizens of the Kingdom of
God under the administration of Jesus. We have been raised
up with Him and seated with Him in heavenly places in Christ.
How much more do the saints of God this side of that great
work have reason to rejoice greatly and shout in triumph?

Present conditions of none effect. Their city, God’s city, was
recently desolated. God’s house, their temple, was pillaged.
God’s people had been enslaved and imprisoned for 70 years.
During this period they were in the rebuilding process and
even that wasn’t without adversity. They could look back to
the “glory days” of the patriarchs. They would remember
when Israel had first taken the Promised Land. They would
recall the stories of their fathers and grandfathers of how
glorious Solomon’s temple was. These men would think of
those days and then look out at their present situation and be
tempted to lose heart. But people of faith rise above worldly
afflictions and calamities, not ignoring the pain but
acknowledging its temporal nature. Even in a day when God'’s
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eternal purpose was yet a mystery, those living by faith could
rejoice greatly and shout in the triumph of their coming King.
They could look forward to a time when the kingdom of God
would not be noted for wars but for dominion from sea to
sea. They did not wallow in self pity because of the fall of
their nation. No, instead they rejoiced greatly and shouted in
triumph because of the bright future. This was not wishful
thinking but a divine instruction from the One who would
accomplish that victory.

And so it is today! Some in the church waver in faith making
statements like “its not like it used to be” as if a cultural swing
in one part of the world has the ability to stunt the growth
and advancement of God’s Kingdom. Talk like this is simply a
result of looking at things which are seen. People of faith
have no need to make mention of economic crisis or political
distress as though these things had some bearing upon the
soul of a man. Likewise time spent discussing these things in
the assembly of the saints is just wasted. If it had a place, one
would expect thorough discourses on how to deal with Rome
or famine among those in the apostles’ day. But that is not
the emphasis at all. While advice concerning these things and
how-to’s of coping with them have the appearance of benefit
and are of some good, they are far removed from a message
from God. His is one of power — His power; what He is doing
not what others are doing. It is an announcement of
emancipation; a shouting of salvation; a loud cry of a coming
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King; a proclamation of peace; a declaration of dominion.
This is a time when the doomsday sayers must take a back
seat and allow the voices of victory to ring clear. Rejoice
greatly and shout in triumph!

Victory in Jesus. Shouts of rejoicing were always heard by
those around Jesus. Simeon, upon seeing Jesus said, “Now
Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace,
according to Your word; for my eyes have seen Your salvation,
which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a
Light of revelation to the gentiles, and the glory of Your
people Israel” (Luke 2:25-32). John being His forerunner
directed all to Him, saying, “Behold, the Lamb of God that
takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29, 36). Thatis a
message of victory. Even the Father, at Christ’s baptism and
transfiguration, acknowledged how pleasing He was
(Matthew 3:16-17; 17:5). The crowds, upon the fulfillment of
this prophecy, shouted for ‘salvation now,’ crying out
“Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is He who comes in the
name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest!” (Matthew 21:9).
Theirs was not a message of possible defeat. There was not a
thought of His inability to accomplish what He was sent to do.
Wherever this did occur it was not the product of faith but of
ignorance and unbelief. But this is not characteristic of the
church who has “once been enlightened” and who “can
understand” Paul’s “insight into the mystery of Christ, which
in other generations was not made known to the sons of men,
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as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets
in the Spirit” (Eph. 3:4-5).

The Voice of Victory. Paul was “entrusted with the gospel to
the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the circumcised”
(Gal. 2:7). And both were given their stewardship for us. We
are those who believe in Jesus “through their word” (John
17:20). The apostles preached Jesus and the Kingdom. They
did not go everywhere announcing the unfortunate situation
and how Jesus can solve our problems. No, they went
everywhere preaching the gospel to every creature. The
proclamation of the apostles was that Jesus is the conquering
King and we, His people, have victory in Him. They knew it
and proclaimed it. As John said, “what we have seen and
heard we proclaim to you also” (1 John 1:3). They rejoiced
greatly and shouted in triumph! They proclaimed of “when
He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public
display of them, having triumphed over them through Him”
(Col. 2:15). They were fully aware of the “present evil world”
and yet announced to the believers that “in all these things
we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. For |
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing,
will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:37-39). They could even
consider the time of their departure or the death of loved
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ones and still have hope. Therefore they told of “when this
perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal
will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying
that is written, ‘Death is swallowed up in victory. ‘O death,
where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?’ The
sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but
thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:54-57). While the apostles carried the
word of the King, the church preaches the apostles doctrine
and it is a message of rejoicing and a message of triumph!

YOUR KING IS COMING TO YOU
The reason that the people could rejoice greatly was because
their king was coming. His is a reign of justice and peace. He
will bring salvation and have dominion. He is humble. The
world has never seen a king or a kingdom like the Lord’s.
Justice is rare among the kings of men. The shortage of
justice is only exceeded by that of humility. One might almost
conclude that kingship and humility cannot co-exist. Could
anyone conceive of a king bringing salvation and having
dominion by way of speaking peace to nations? From Babylon
to Persia; Greece to Rome; dominion was achieved at the tip
of a sword and salvation was wrought on the battle field with
spilt blood. What kind of king could accomplish dominion and
salvation without using the sword? And how? After a short
contemplation of these questions and others like it, let us
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hear the words of the Lord clearly, “My kingdom is not of this
world” (John 19:36).

He is King. Because of an inability to see beyond the things of
this world, which is the absence of faith (Heb. 11:1), men have
a desire to be ruled by an exalted man. This is what
displeased Samuel concerning Israel of old. It is written,
“ RAen all the elders of Israel gathered together and
came to Samuel at Ramah; and they said to him,
‘ B edhyod have grown old, and your sons do not
walk in your ways. Now appoint a king for us to judge

us | i ke all the nations.’ B
the sight of Samuel when t h
judge us.’ And Samu&dm pr aye:
8:4-6)

Just as men will more quickly swear allegiance to a man today
rather than to the Lord God, so it was in Samuel’s day. Even
in contemporary Christianity we can find those who know
more of the preachers of God than they do of God Himself.
They know more of the books about the Bible than they do
the books of the Bible. It is not unusual, but unfortunate, to
find those who accept man’s doctrine but not the apostles’
doctrine. There are many who wear the name of Christ but
reject His word and His mission. They accept men but they
reject God. To them the word of the Lord to Samuel applies,
“they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from
being king over them” (1 Sam. 8:7). Concerning the Jews who
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rejected their Messiah, it is written, “He came to His own, and
those who were His own did not receive Him” (John 1:11).
Concerning those in Christ need to “be zealous and repent” it
is written, “Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if anyone
hears My voice and opens the door, | will come in to him and
will dine with him, and he with Me” (Rev. 3:21).

The one who was coming to Israel was coming as king. He

was “born King of the Jews” (Matt. 2:2) and the “King of

Israel” (John 1:49). He “comes from heaven” and is “above

all” (John 3:31). He is the “ruler of the kings of the earth”

(Rev. 1:5) and the “King of kings and Lord of lords” (Rev.

17:14). He is the “Lord of the Sabbath” (Matt. 12:8) and “Lord

of all” (Acts 10:36). “All authority has been given to [Him] in

heaven and on earth” (Matt. 28:18). In Christ God shows His

great might.
“..in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and
seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far
above all rule and authority and power and dominion,
and every name that is named, not only in this age but
also in the one to come. And He put alhts in
subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over
all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness
of Him who filI-23). all in all”’

He is the King who is above all. The One who has come to the

Jews and has welcomed in the Gentiles is the One “who alone

possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light” (1
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Tim. 6:16); the One who came riding on a donkey into
Jerusalem is the King of kings and Lord of lords. He is King.

He is Just. The king promised to “Jerusalem” and “Zion” is
just. His rule will not be noted for partiality. The wicked will
not be pardoned nor the righteous condemned. In the court
of this king there will be justice; the scales will be balanced.
There will be no need for a jury of your peers and attorneys
for the wrongly accused will be unemployed. He will rule with
righteousness. Concerning the Son of God it is written, “Your
throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the righteous scepter
is the scepter of His kingdom” (Heb. 1:8). This rule, this king,
this justice is now experienced in God’s everlasting kingdom.

Not only is the rule of the kingdom one of justice and
righteousness but it is also characteristic of its citizens. Those
in the kingdom of God are noted for righteousness (1 John
3:10). They live for God and view themselves as strangers and
aliens in this world. The grace of God teaches them to do so.
“For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all
men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires
and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age,
looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of
our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus” (Titus 2:11-13). From
a worldly point of view it may seem that the unrighteous
often advance and the righteous suffer. But this is only
considering this world and not “the world to come.” “Indeed,
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all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted”

(2 Tim. 3:12). But it will not always be this way. The king is

just. The scales will be balanced. As it is written, “vengeance

is Mine, | will repay” (Heb. 10:30).
“This is a plain indication
so that you will be considered worthy of the kingdom
of God, for which indeed you are suffering. For after all
it is onlyjust for God to repay with affliction those who
afflict you, and to give relief to you who are afflicted
and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed
from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire,
dealing out retribution to those who do not kndsod
and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord
Jesus. These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction,
away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory
of His power, when He comes to be glorified in His
saints on that day, and to be mareel at among all
who have believedor our testimony to you was
believedlB8l10)( 2 Thess

He is Endowed with Salvation. In this sense he is showing
Himself as the Savior. He is endowed with salvation. That is,
He is coming with it — bringing it. As king, he is worthy to
dispense this salvation. When the Christ was born it is
written, “You shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His
people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). Not only is the king
bringing salvation but salvation is placed in Him, “and there is
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salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under

heaven that has been given among men by which we must be

saved” (Acts 4:12). “He is the One whom God exalted to His

right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to

Israel, and the forgiveness of sins” (Acts 5:31). The king was

sent by God to come to His people and bring salvation to

them. Maybe Paul explained this best:
“From t he descdDadd actosdingppf t hi
to promise, God has brought to Israel a Savlesus,
after John had proclaimed before His coming a
baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. And
while John was completing his course, he kept saying,
‘“What do you suppose that I
behold, one is coming after me the sandalsvhbse
feet | am not worthy to unt|
Abraham's family, and those among you who fear God,
to us the message of this s
(Acts 13:3-26)

He is Humble. Again, this is not always a common
characteristic of a king, especially a “king of kings.”
Nonetheless, this word is used to describe the king coming to
Jerusalem. He is not humble because of any inabilities. He is
not humble because of being weak in the presence of great
strength. He is humble because He chose to become “for a
little while” less than what He was (Heb. 2:9). He left the
loftiest place to reside at a much lower place. We must see

11
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the Christ leaving heaven and coming to a stable. We must
see Him washing the disciples’ feet. We must see Him laying
down His life for His friends (John 15:13). Again, this was
voluntary. As He said, “For this reason the Father loves Me,
because | lay down My life so that | may take it again. No one
has taken it away from Me, but | lay it down on My own
initiative. | have authority to lay it down, and | have authority
to take it up again. This commandment | received from My
Father” (John 10:17-18). Jesus was sent and commanded to
die and resurrect. Jesus knew that the commandment given
to Him was to accomplish “eternal life” (John 12:50). Praise
God He obeyed and fulfilled it.

Again we see a characteristic of the king resident in the

citizens of the kingdom. The humble king is the example laid

forth for the citizens of the kingdom. When He washed the

disciples’ feet He said, “I gave you an example that you also

should do as | did to you” (John 13:15). The king led by

example in His humility. Therefore, the citizens of the

kingdom are instructed to do the same.
“Do nothing from selfishnes:
with humility of mind regard one another as more
important than yourselves; do not merely look out for
your own personal interests, but also for the interests
of others. Have this attitude in yourselves which was
also in Christ Jesus, who, although Hstexliin the
form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing

12
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to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of
a bondservant, and being made in the likeness of men.
Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled
Himself by becoming obedient the point of death,

even death on a cross. For this reason also, God highly
exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is
above every name, so that at the name of Jesiesy

knee will bow of those who are in heaven and on

earth and under the earth,ral that every tongue will
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Fat her.22311)( Phi |

He will Speak Peace to the Nations. Those very nations
whom Israel was warring against were now going to hear a
message of peace from the king! The nations who were
“separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of
Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no
hope and without God in the world” (Eph. 2:12) were going to
have peace proclaimed to them! What a king! A peace
speaking Sovereign. The angel and heavenly host were aware
of this magnificent grace displayed by the coming Christ and
announced to lowly shepherds, “Do not be afraid; for behold,
| bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the
people; for today in the city of David there has been born for
you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). That is
the voice of victory. That is rejoicing and shouting because of
the coming king. That is a message of hope and one that stirs

13
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up man’s faith. It is “good news of great joy” and it is “for all
the people,” including the nations. The heavenly host
continue on saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace among men with whom He is pleased” (Luke 2:14).
Zacharias pointed out that “the Sunrise from on high will visit
us, to shine upon those who sit in darkness and the shadow of
death, to guide our feet into the way of peace” (Luke 1:78-
79). Simeon said He was, “A Light of revelation to the
Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel” (Luke 2:32).
Revealing heavenly realities to the Gentiles is “speaking peace
to the nations.” Jesus brought peace between man and God
and Jew and Gentile. “He Himself is our peace” (Eph. 2:13).

This peace is also seen in the king’s entrance being on a
donkey. The entrance of a king on a donkey is a sign of peace
and a sign of victory. The entrance on a horse is the sign of
war. In reference to this peace he speaks of the chariot and
horse and bow of war being cut off. When Jesus entered
Jerusalem there were palm branches being laid down as well,
thus, also signifying victory. He came in peace because that is
exactly what He was accomplishing. And yet His triumphant
entry still lead to Calvary. “For if they had understood it they
would not have crucified the Lord of glory” (1 Cor. 2:8). But
this was according toe God’s eternal purpose and the
ushering in of peace on whom His favor rests.

14



Zechariah 9:9-12

He will have Dominion. While the king will speak peace to

the nations it will not be through negotiations and common

compromise. No, He will “have dominion” and even so, He

will speak peace. He will not rule by the sword but by love.

His rule will be over the hearts of men. His kingdom will

dominate all others and endure forever. His kingdom

demands a higher standard because it is of a higher order.
“Whoever speaks, is to do s
the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so of
one who is serving by the strength which God supplies;
so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus
Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion
forever and ever. Amen.” (1

God said He would set up His kingdom “in the days of those

kings” (Dan. 2:44). He set up camp in the middle of other

kingdoms who were opposed to His and even so, He has

dominion. In the midst of a tyrannical Roman rule, God set up

His kingdom and dominated. Even in the midst of satanic

rule, “the ruler of this world” (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11), this

king has dominion. And He was commanded to do so. “The

Lord will stretch forth Your strong Scepter from Zion, saying,

‘Rule in the midst of Your enemies’” (Ps. 110:2). This is the

nature of the king and the kingdom. He has dominion.

Not only does He dominate in the midst of these other
authorities but He overthrows them. Paul was sent “to open
their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and

15
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from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive
forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have
been sanctified by faith in Me” (Acts 26:18). And what a
reproach it was to the rulers of the day when the apostles
preached this kingdom and “another king, Jesus” (Acts 17:7).

This coming king, who would ride on a donkey into Jerusalem
is none other than Jesus of Nazareth. He is just. He is
endowed with salvation. He is humble. He speaks peace to
the nations and has absolute dominion. His kingdom endures
forever. What a great word that those of Israel heard during
the time of Zechariah. “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king
is coming to you!”

AS FOR YOU ALSO
In this text God is speaking through the prophet Zechariah
about someone He is going to send to His people. He is
declaring that their king is coming to them. He then tells of
the character of the king (just and humble) and what he will
do (bring salvation and dominion and speak peace). Primarily
everything that is done in the kingdom is to manifest His glory
so God can show Himself to be great. And like salvation,
kingdom activity has great benefits supplied to man. This is
the thrust of this portion of Scripture. It is about what God is
accomplishing through the king but also about the benefits
man will experience as it is written, “as for you also...”

16
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Because of the Blood. The reason for human benefit is
mainly because God is gracious and looking for someone to
bless. But in this text it is proclaimed that the reason is
“because of the blood of My covenant with you.” Blood has
always had great significance in the eyes of God. And it is
blood that is said to be the reason for blessings to be
bestowed on these people in our text — “because of the
blood.” It was Abel’s blood that was crying out to God after
he was slain (Gen. 4:10). It was blood that was required of the
Jew to have on his doorpost that first Passover. “The blood
shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live; and
when | see the blood | will pass over you, and no plague will
befall you to destroy you when | strike the land of Egypt”
(Exod. 12:13). It was blood that was required to make
atonement for sins. From the slaying of the animal to make a
covering of flesh for Adam and Eve, to the sacrifices of the
priests, to the very sacrifice of our Lord Jesus. “And according
to the Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with
blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no
forgiveness” (Heb. 9:22).

But it wasn’t just any blood as the statement doesn’t stop at
the word “blood.” It was by reason of the “blood of My
covenant with you.” Remember that the king would speak
peace to the nations and his dominion would be worldwide
but it was “also” for the Jews — “as for you also.” God had a
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covenant with the seed of Abraham. And like the covenant

first made with Abraham, so this too would be sealed with

blood (Gen. 15:9-10, 17-18). The blood sacrifice in the sealing

of the covenant indicates the solemnity of the covenant. It

took blood; it took a life to seal it. We see an example of this

when God made His covenant with Moses and the people on

Sinai.
“Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD. Then he
arose early in the morning, and built an altar at the
foot of the mountain with twelve pillars for the twelve
tribes of Israel. He sent young men of the sons of
Israel, and they offered burntfefings and sacrificed
young bulls as peace offerings to the LORD. Moses
took half of the blood and put it in basins, and the
other half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar. Then
he took the book of the covenant and read it in the

hearing ofthe peoplend t hey sai d, *‘ Al
has spoken we wil/|l do, and
Moses took the blood and sprinkled it on the people,

and said, ‘Behold the bl ood

LORD has made with you in accordance with all these
w o r d(Exodus 24:8)
Now all of this took place at the inauguration of the Old
Covenant or Law and serves as a type of the covenant to
come — the one Zechariah is speaking of. “Therefore it was
necessary for the copies of the things in the heavens to be
cleansed with these, but the heavenly things themselves with

18
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better sacrifices than these” (Heb. 9:23). This better sacrifice
we know is that of the very king who just a week prior to His
death was welcomed into the city as a king with palm
branches being laid before Him. This king’s blood was
righteous blood, speaking better than the blood of Abel. And
this blood is the reason for blessing to be poured out “for you
also.” In remembering the blood that covered the doorpost in
the annual Passover feast, Jesus took the cup of the fruit of
the vine and said, “this is My blood of the covenant, which is
poured out for many for forgiveness of sins” (Matt. 26:28).
Forgiveness of sins — now there is blessing. The reason for
speaking of benefits being dispensed to the people when the
king comes is “because of the blood of My covenant with
you.” The blood of God’s covenant with us is the blood of
Jesus. It is by this blood that we overcome (Rev. 12:11). Jesus’
blood covers sins prior to and after His sacrifice. Those who
lived by faith in the coming Messiah are covered just as those
who live by faith in the Messiah who has already come.

| Have Set your Prisoners Free. Now we begin to talk about
what these benefits actually are. Aside from the peace and
salvation mentioned in verses 9 and 10 we find two
endowments to be made. The first is to “set your prisoners
free from the waterless pit.” The second is to “restore double
to you.” Both have to do with salvation.
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Several things are plain in this promise. One, there are
prisoners. Two, they are in a waterless pit. And three, they
are set free. Those who are in Christ and have been brought
salvation by the King of kings, are now free having once been
imprisoned. Make no mistake about it, “our old self was
crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be
done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin;
for he who has died is freed from sin” (Rom. 6:6-7). Now that
is a blessing. Under the Law man was held in bondage by sin
and death, but under grace he is held by righteousness and
life. While man was under law he was only related to Adam
and enslaved to that very thing that enslaved Adam —sin.
When the King came, man was freed from that bondage
“because of the blood.” “So then as through one
transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even
so through one act of righteousness there resulted
justification of life to all men” (Rom. 5:18). Those in Christ are
new creations (2 Cor. 5:17) and have been “born again” (John
3:3, 5). “But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to
God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and
the outcome, eternal life” (Rom. 6:22). Set free!

This truth is illustrated through Joseph and Jeremiah. Sin
acted like Joseph’s brothers, stripping us of our varicolored
tunic given to us by our Father and casting us into a pit
“without any water in it” (Gen. 37:24). While Joseph was
purchased by the Ishmaelites for 20 shekels of silver, we were
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purchased by God “with precious blood, as of a lamb,
unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ” (1 Pet. 1:19).
Again, like the pit that Jeremiah was lowered into, where
“there was no water”, so we “sunk in the mire” (Jer. 38:6 KJV).
Sin not only cast us into the pit but it caused us to sink in the
mud and mire, wallowing in iniquity and only the king had
authority and ability to pluck us out. Like the song writer said,
“I was sinking deep in sin, far from the peaceful shore,
Very deeply stainedithin, sinking to rise no more,
But the Master of the sea, heard my despairing cry,
From the waters lifted me, now safe am I.

Return to the Stronghold, O prisoners who have the hope.
Due to the nature of the King, His power; might; authority;
and ability, the prisoners are admonished to return to Him —
the Stronghold. Yes, they can have hope of being saved from
their current condition. While they were residing in a pit,
with no water and only mud to sink deeper into; while men
have offended the righteous God and confess themselves to
be the chief of sinners (1 Tim. 1:15), the instruction is to
“return to the Stronghold, O prisoners who have the hope.”
Only with God can men steeped in sin have hope of being
cleansed from it and delivered from its power. Sin has made
man guilty before the Righteous Judge and corrupt in
themselves. Only God can justify them and only God can
sanctify them. And only by the blood of Jesus can God do this
and be righteous and just. Itis “because of the blood” that He
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can do this. Of this blood one song writer said, “be of sin the
double cure, save from wrath and make me pure.” O the
manifold wisdom of God, His grace and His might.

He is the Stronghold. In comparison to the pit from where

they reside, the prisoners are told to return to a high and safe

place - the Stronghold. Leave the place of distress and

bondage and return to the place of refuge and grace. The

indication is that they were once there and need to “return”

or come again to that place. Those in Christ had left the

Stronghold to journey out into the world to squander their

riches like the prodigal son. And like him, we are now

exhorted to return home to the safe place. God has always

been the Stronghold. He has always been the safe place and

the refuge. With Him there is no fear of impending harm. We

are called into fellowship with Him and His Son (1 Cor. 1:9).

This is where we are “enlightened” and taste “of the heavenly

gift” and become “partakers of the Holy Spirit” and taste “the

good word of God and the powers of the age to come” (Heb.

6:4-5). “Return to the Stronghold!”
“The LORD also will bestonghold for the oppressed,
a stronghol d ii(M9:9).i“ThelsORD f t r
is my rock and my fortress and my deliveney, God,
my rock, in whom | take refugey shield and the horn
of my salvation, my stronghdldPs 18:2) “Incline
Yourear to me, rescue me quicklye b me a rock of
strength, astronghold to save nigPs.31:2) “The
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LORD of hosts is with us; T&edof Jacob is our
stronghold (Ps 46:7, 11) “But as for mel shall sing

of Your strength; gs, | shall joyfully sing of Your
lovingkindness in the morning, for You have been my
stronghold ad a efuge in the day of my distrésg’s
59:16) “O my strenth, | will sing praises to Yoigr

God is my stronghold, th@od who shows me
lovingkindness(Ps 59:17) “He only is my rock and
my salvation, My stronghold; | shalbt be greatly
shakeri (Ps. 62:2) “But the LORD has been my
stronghold, ad my Godhe rock of my refuge(Ps
94:22) “My lovingkindness and my fortress, My
stronghold and my deliverer, My shield and He in
whom | take refugeyWho subdues my people under
me’ (Psalms 144:2)* The Lord i s good,
the day of trouble and Henkws those who take

refuge in Him Nah.1:7).

A Declaration of Restoration and Increase. The King who was
to come has set the prisoners free from the waterless pit.
While sin had taken us so far from the glory of God, those
who lived by hope of seeing His face could come to Him and
be restored. Salvation is designed in this way. It is not only
deliverance from harm but an ushering in blessings and
riches. He didn’t just want the Jews out of Egypt but into the
Promised Land. He didn’t just give Job rest but “increased all
that Job had twofold” (Job 42:10). And like Job He wants to
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bless us in the latter days more than our beginning (Job
42:10). He didn’t just want the prisoners out of the pit but to
give them increase.

Now that is a reason to “rejoice greatly” and “shout in
triumph.” As the sweet psalmist said, “l waited patiently for
the Lord; and He inclined to me and heard my cry. He
brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry
clay, and He set my feet upon a rock making my footsteps
firm. He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our
God; many will see and fear and will trust in the Lord” (Ps.
40:1-3).

The King is Coming Again. Zechariah is speaking of Jesus’ first
coming no doubt, but it reminds us that we too have hope of
the coming King. For the Lord Himself will descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with
the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then
we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall
always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with
these words (1 Thess. 4:16-18). The King is coming!
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